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' To T. B. Ek 
F NN, 

OU Large me ah deſiring 
my Opinion about Dr. Middle- 
ton Examination, and Animadver- 
ſions, as he modeſtly calls them, upon 
the Lord Biſhop of London's Sermons, 
and Diſſertations on Prophecy. Your 
Requeſt led me to read his Book over 
once more than I intended, and in re- 
turn for the Trouble you gave me, you 
receive this. It contains my ſincere 
Opinion; and what it wants in Art or 
E egance you will excuſe for that. 
I am unacquainted with Anecdotes, 
but apprehend there muſt have been 
great provocation to the Doctor before 
he could write ſo rudely as even his 
Advertiſement was. Every Body finds 
this Fault, and blames it. How could 


the polite Writer of the Life of Cicero 
___ torget 


(4 ] 
forg et that the Offices * of that learned 
H i unite what 1s decent with what 
is honeſt, inſiſt upon their being inſe- 
parable 3 each other; and define 
Decency to be an 1 worthy the 
Perſon we apply to both in Words and 
Actions: Much more ſtrange is it that 
a Chriſtian Divine ſhould not abate his 
Wrath by the Example of the Great 
Apoſtle, who immediately Apologizes 
for an inadvertent Warmth, tho' abuſed 
in the Cauſe of Truth. I wif not Bre- 
thren that he was the High Prieſt, for 
it is toritten thou ſhalt not Speak Evil of 
the Ruler of thy People. + If His Lord- 
thip could = deſerved- this Treat- 
ment, acquainting the Reader Horb, 
BE have been the Doctor's only a- 
dow of a Juſtification. Now it ſeems 
to be, what my Lord Bacon calls Re- 
venge, a wild Juſtice: And this Storm 
like J unos againſt Aneas, 9 appears 


* De officiis lib. 1. Kefmeor aper, id, Q 
Quaq; Perſona dignum eſt, & fit * Dicitur. 
T Acts 23. 
$ Ving. Zneid. 1. 
Manet alta mente repoſtum ; 
Judicium Paridis-ſpr@xz4. injuria forme. 


to 
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to be rais'd in return for a former Pre- 
ference of One more worthy. 
Another thing in the Manner of this 
Book, as in the Doctor's other Wri- 
tings, gave me great Diſtaſte; his Af. 
fectation of ſpelling Words, 1 they 
were ſpelt in the Language from 
whence they came. When Words are 
naturalized they ought to conform to 
the Orthography of that Language 1 into 
which they are engrafted, as indeed, 
not to abuſe theſe Words, they ever 
peaceably did, till this Centlerian: un 
dertook to raſa them; not remem- 
bring that the ane, obliged the 
Greek Words to pay this Compliment 
to them, and the Greeks, the Phæne- 
cian ae Coptick. Horace's Rule * is to 
the Point. I believe you once heard 
me ſay, that this Writer, in the life of 
Cicero, is the firſt in my Obſervation, 
who took tl e Word Infidelity + from its 
Appropriat on 1n Divinity, as an Un- 


Hor. Ars. Poet. N 
Uſus - 
Quem penes arbitrium eſt & n= & norma 
loquendi. 
F Oct. Edit. vol 2. Sect. 7. ; i 
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belief of revealed Truths, to ſignify 
conjugal Unfaithfulneſs ; what Odium 
this could be intended to leſſen or pre- 
vent I know not: But Mr. Locke in 
fuch Caſes is clear and keen *. In his 


| Chapter upon abuſe of Words, among 


other Obſervations about determined 
Words and Ideas, he (ſays Mr. Locke) 


that puts not conſtantly the fame Sign 


for the ſame Idea, but uſes the ſame 
Words lometimes in one, ſometimes 
in another Signification, ought to paſs 


in the Schools and in Converſation for 


as fair a Man, as he does in the Mar- 
ket and Exchange, who ſells ſeveral 


Things under the ſame Name. Thus 
are the Decorum and Honeſtum, as 


Tully aſſerts, united. 
That the Doctor ſhould not before 
the Time he mentions have ſeen the 
Uſe and Intent of Prophecy is a ſur- 
prize to every body. And perhaps his 
Curioſity to ſee it lately was excited by. 
an Accident. One of the Par nobiloe 
Chriſticolarum thought this Lordſhipꝰs 


Account of the Fall ſo ſenſible and ſo 


* Eſſey onfHuman Underſtanding, Book 3. Chap. 13. 
1 CT true, 


(71 


true, that hy inſerted a great Part of it 


in his own moſt judicious and ſeaſon- 
able Performance *. This was an alarm- 
ing Circumſtance : here it ſtood with 
moſt prevalent, and illuſtrious Advan- 
tage. Hither roſorted the Noble, the 


Powerful, and the Wiſe: and by theſe 


the Witneſſes of the Fall of Man, andof 


the Reſurrection of the Redeemer were 


to be tried. It could now be no longer 
concealed from the Doctor, and he reads 
it. In P. iſt. He ſays, his Omiſſion to 
read it did not flow 2 rom any Contempt; 
but very ſoon after T with equal Con- 
ſiſtency and good Manners, he found 
it ſuch as he eæpected, a Species of Rea- 
ſon ſubtle and refined, with a great 
F low of farther Calumny. Now this 
is ſo like Prejudice and previous Con- 
tempt, that ſcarce his Mord Rm make 
us believe him impartial. © © 
The Book he tells us in a Note, 6 
ſhews publick Patience and blind De- 


ference to the Authority of a great 


_* Mr. Weſt on the Reſurreftion. 
1 32 RE 
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Name. I thought till now that theſe 
had been oppoſite Effects; and that a 
blind Submiſſion did not ſuppoſe any 


Exerciſe of Patience: However, he may 


be informed that they who ſaw it clear- 
ly, and judged of it honeſtly, had no 
Occaſion at all, for this Vertue. Ano- 
ther Sarcaſm ® is, that the Biſhop for- 
got ſurely he was now diſcourſing from 
the Preſs and nat from the Pulpit, where 
#þſe dixits, &c. Any leſs genius would 
have concluded that his Lordſhip could 
not forget he wrote for the Preſs, when 
he did fo an Purpoſe, to do what he and 
thoſe who had heard theſe Sermons, 
thought publick good, nor could it be 
unknown to his Lordſhip that he was 
to appear in a World where the Speech 
and Debate are indeed very free. Vet 
the Doctor's more ſo than any one 
could have expected. The Joke upon 
Pulpits puts me in mind of a famous 
. Moral Fable, the Fox and the Grapes. 
There is in the Note above referr'd to, 


F P. 35. 
| an 


[ 9 ] 

an Innuendo about a Preface to the 
three former Editions of his Lordſhip's 
Book, I have not the Honour to be at 
all known to the Biſhop, ſo can't tell 
the Reaſon for its being omitted in later 
Edi tions; but common Senſe tells me 
there could be no ſiniſter View, for this 
Preface had ſpread as wide as the three 
Editions of a Book, which was handled 

as much as any that ever appear d. 
| You will by this Time expect that 
I ſhould go to the great Points of the 
Performance itſelf ,this I ſhall do with- 
out Pro and Con, and give you my 
Thoughts upon the Doctor's Account 
of Prophecy, of Heathen Oracles, and 
of the literal Hiſtory of the Fall. © 
He abſolutely denies a Series or 
Chain of Prophecy to be brought'as an 
Argument of the Truth of Chriſttani- 
ty: appealing to the independent Ap- 
plication of Prophecies by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles for a Proof that there was 
no Series, but this is no Argument. As 
the Facts ſucceeded each other from 
the Birth to the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, 
LE : the 


L 10 : 

the Prohecie ſoretelling theſe F acts 
are applied as Evidence to the Fews 
of Chriſt's divine Miſſion, nor could 
they 1 in the nature of the Thing be o- 
therwiſe then ſo independently applied; 
the Facts happening at diſtant Periods, 
aid the Occafions being different; fo 
that unleſs the Evangeliſts had ex po- 
% done, as our $71v:0ur himſelf once 
did, the Prophecies muſt be diſtinct; 

and independent in the New Teſtament ; 
and yet from thence no Conſequence 
can be drawn that there was no Series 
of them in the Old. Our Saviour ſays 
to the Jews, if you believed Moſes, ye 
would have believed me, for he wrote 
of me. And to his Diſciples he ex- 
pounded, beginning 2 at Moſes and all the 
Prophets the Things concerning him- 
Telf. If then chere be not one Moſaicſ 
Prophecy 1 in the Evangeliſts, and yet 
our Saviour declares, that there are Pro- 
Phecies of him, in Mo ſes s Writings, the 
evangelical Quotations do not contain 
the whole of Prophecy, and therefore 


a: gain, no Argument againſt a Series can 
* be 


1 
be founded upon their Applications. St. 
Peter, after the Reſurreckien, applies 
a Prophecy of David to confirm it, and 
tells the Jeæus, that God had ſhewed 
by the Mouth of a// his Prophets that 
Chriſt ſhould ſuffer. He cites alſo 
Mojes's Acknowledgment of him, as a 
ſuperior Prophet, and Law-giver to 
come, adding, that 2d the Prophets, 
as many as have ſpoken, have likewiſe 
foretold of thoſe Days. Does it not 
then ſeem more agreeable to the Divine 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom” More adequate 
to the Dignity of our Redeemer : more 
conſonant to the Declaration of God's 
ſpeaking in ſundry Times and divers 
Manners to the Prophets, to ſuppoſe a 
Chain and Connection of Deſign. Can 
we not without any Force upon our 
Reaſon, tho' perhaps it be incapable 
of ſtrict Proof, own an Authority, thro' 
which Chriſt would be acknowledged 
as the Seed of the Woman, promiſed 
at the Fall; the Hope and Joy of 
Abraham; the Bleſſing of Judah; the 
one Prophet greater than Moſes ; the 
e ſure 


T 14] 
| fare Mercies of David ; the View of 
the Prophets, the Glory of the ſe- 
cond Temple; in the Fullneſs of 
Time born of a Virgin; the one Of- 
fering by which they ke are ſancti- 
fied are perfected for ever; and finally, 
the Judge of Quick and Dead. Thus 
the Alpha and Omega, the Regain 
and the End, the Firſt and Laſt : 
not this more probably true than TI 
Prophecy was a Rope of Sand? and a 
Piece-meal, occaſional A pplication 1 its 
only Force 2 Inſtead of a gradual Clear- 
neſs and Improvement, making every 
Piſpenſation give witnels to this Glory 
of God, and Good-will towards Men. 
We will now go from Prophecy, the 
Oracles of the true God, to thoſe Hea- 
then Oracles which were given out by 
the Devil. Theſe the Doctor aſſerts * 
were all mere Impoſtors, wholly in- 
vented and ſupported by human Craft, 
without any ſupernatural Aid or Inter- 
ſition whatever: This he pronounces 
trom the Authority of the beſt, and 
wiſeſt Heathens ; the Evidence of plain 


P. 198, Fact 
4 Facts 


5 
Facts recorded of theſe Oracles, as well 
as from the nature of the Thing itſelf. 
To theſe he has appealed, to theſe he 
ſhall go. 

It is an antient Opinion, ſays Tally,“ 
brought down from even the heroick 
Age, and eftabliſh'd by the Conſent 
of the Roman, and every other Peo- 
ple, that there was among Men, a pro- 
phetic Knowledge of future Affairs. 
What Colony did Greece ever ſend out? 
Or what War ever undertake, without 
the Pythian, Dodonean, or the Oracle 
of Jupiter Ammon. Philoſophers are 
quoted as believing in general theſe 
very Oracles, and no very good Cha- 
racter given of one ꝙ who doubted 
them. It was a Law of Pythagoras, 
that they ſhould be honoured. F And 
Tully tells us further, that he was re- 
ſolved to get all poſſible Light into 
this Truth, as a matter of religious Im- 
portance, in which any Error thro” 
neglect would be impious, as well as 

* De Divin. Lib. 1. 5 Balbutientem Epicurum. 
F Harri T&cay Tiazy: Diog. Laertius. 
. too 
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. 
too great Credulity ſuperſtitious. His 
preciſe Diſtinction of Oracles from o- 
ther Parts of Divination is this, not 
what depends upon drawing Lots, but 
what are founded in divine Knowledge 
and Inſpiration. Lycurgus he tells us, 
confirm d his Laws by the Authority 
of the Delphic Apollo, and ſome Lace- 
demonians watched all Night in the 
Temple of Paſiphae, becauſe true Ora - 
cles were vouchſafed to the retired. One 
Inſtance more from the ſame Author: 
Socrates, and whoſe Authority can be 
greater? When Xenophon conſulted 
him whether he ſhould follow Cyrus; 
after he had given his own Advice, ſaid, 
this is indeed my Opinion as a Man ; 
but I refer you to Apollo in all obſcure 
uncertain Affairs, whom in important 
Caſes the Athenians always publickly 
conſult. Xenophonò himſelf records a 
famous Paſſage to this Purpoſe. 
Cyrus enquires of Cræſus about the 
Oracle of Apollo, by whoſe Reſponſes 
he had heard that Cræſus was always 
= De Cyri inſtit. Lib. 7 15 . 
8095 5 directed. 
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directed. I wiſh I had been ſo, ſays 


Cræſus; but I have not only acted con- 
trary to his Counſels, but have other- 


wiſe offended him. How ſo, ſays - 


rus, for you ſurprize me. Cræſus re- 
plied, I conſulted him upon an Affair 
of no Conſequence to me, only to make 
a Trial of his Veracity ; * and not only 
the Gods, but all honeſt good Men are 
Enemies to thoſe who miſtruſt them 
Here then is a Knowledge of Intention 
ee to the Oracle. When Lucan 


peaks of the Silence of this Oracle, 9 


he bewails it as a Loſs of the greateſt 
Favour of the Gods; and Juvenal calls 
the ſame Event, a leaving Mankind in 


the Dark about F uturity the Effu- 


ſions of the Tripod were a Phraſe for 
unconteſted Truths. As to the Agent 


or Inſpirer, the Oracle, we are told, 


had its Name of Pythick from a Ser- 
pent; and that under the Tripus a 
* cr rte cid ure ane. 5 | 
* . ——  — Non ullo ſecula Done, 
Noſtra carent majore Deum, quam-Delphica ſedes 
Que ſiluit. Pharſ. Lib. Quintus. Eq 
—— — — Delphis Oracula ceſſant 
Et genus humanum damnat Caligo futuri. Sat. 6. 
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Dragon ſometimes appear d, and re- 
turn d Anſwers, and that the Pythia 
was once killed by him. The W. ords 
of Euſebius are expreſs, that a Serpent 
was twiſted about the Tripod. And 
now the Serpent is upon the Stage, 
give me leave to try how a Heathen 
Fable or two may be reliſhed, when 


almoſt made Chriſtian. * Apollo's great 


conqueſt was the Python. Two Snakes 
were the early Victims to the Courage 
of Hercules. f Virgil gives us an In- 
ſtance of their being Inſtruments of Di- 
vine Wrath; and they were folded in 
the Hair of the Furies. ( How this 
Beaſt came to be ſo much more con- 
cern'd in Tranſactions of this Sort than 
any other, I could gueſs,” if I were not 
afraid of Ridicule from the Doctor, 
but the Moral cannot diſpleaſe him: 
The heſt Triumph of the greateſt //3/- 
dom is over the Old Serpent the Devil. 
The ſooner we begin the Conflict with 
' Reſolution, the more likely we ſhall 
be to overcome him. If he be let 
Ovid Met. + ZEneid, 2 8 Hor. 
[: N looſe 
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looſe in Vengeance upon us, as upon 
Laocoon, our Ruin will be dreadful and 


| ſhire. And that if we are poſſeſſed by 


a Legion we ſhall be horrible Tor- 


ments to ourſelves and others. I be- 
lieve it ſafer thus to heighten the Hea- 
then, than to lower the Moſaic Serpent. 


But to return to the Oracle, Straho and 


Demoſthenes are cited to leſſen its Cre- 
dit: One ſaying that Oracles had been 
in high Reputation among the Antients, 
but in his Days were treated with much 


Contempt; the other that that the Del. 


phick Oracle was corrupted and Phili- 
pixed. Strabo wrote in the Reigns of 
Auguſtus and Tiberius Ceſar, now we 
Chriſtians have hitherto been informed, 
that a little before their Silence, which 
ſucceeded our Saviour i appearing, they 


began to lower in Eſteem, from their 


more intricate, and leſs verified Re- 
ſponſes. This I, as a plain Believer, 
can conſider, as an Act of providential 
Goodneſs, ' to wean Men from their 


Application to them, when the Son of 


God was about coming into the World, 
SAS 7M 1 to 
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do reveal his real, acceptable, and per- 
fe Will, and to enjoin a Worſhip in 


Spirit and Truth So: that $trabo gives 


_ xantient Oracles their juſt Praiſe, and 


truly mentions their Decline of Eſteem, 
tho without knowing the Reaſon. But, 
three hundred Years before, Thrs was 
ſaid by Demoſthenes. I neither deny 
that he ſaid it, nor think his Evidence 
worth regarding in Abatement of the 
Oracle, He, a great Stateſman” and 
Orator, knew that the Oracle had been 
frequently conſulted by Philip, had gi- 
ven favourable Anſwers, to the Truth 
of which Philip's Succeſs gave Counte- 
' nance, It would therefore be a diffi- 
cult Taſk to perſuade a religious Peo- 
ple, as the Athenians were, heartily to 
oppoſe 4 Man openly favoured by the 
Gods; he was therefore firſt to diſcre- 
dit the Oracle, as under human Influ- 
ence, before he could expect to diſgrace 
Philip, or raiſe the People to ſuch a 
Confidence as would get the Better of 
of their Fear and Tenderneſs, when E- 
nemics to One who conquered by the 

5 Divine 
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Divine Aſſiſtance. Farther, the Ora- 
tor might judge of the Oracle from his 
own Integrity, and his Hiſtory tells us 
of his being ſuddenly ſilenced by a G- 
ver Quinſy. But if Dr. Middleton 
pleaſes to look into the next Reign, he 
will find the Pythia, fo obedient to 
the Father, very complaiſant to the Son, 
Alexander was refuſed Admiſſion and 
Enquiry, he then indeed uſed Force, 
and had thou art myimcible, in return, 
which it ſeems he was ſatisfied with, 
and gave her no more Trouble. As to 
the ill Behaviour, of the Pythia, the 
Doctor has omitted the great Care in 
the firſt Inſtitutions to prevent any Vice 
or Treachery, how they were to be pu- 
niſhed if found guilty, and how after a 
conviction of Incontinency, there was 
no Women under fifty Vears of Age 
allowed to preſide for the future, which 
was taking all human Care of Decency. 
Nor was there any great Probity in con- 
cealing the whole Evidence of Græcian 
Hiſtory affirming, that all the Evils 
which fell upon the Perſons, Govern- 

| "DB -2 - ments, 
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ments, and Poſterities, of thoſe who 


had pillaged or violated theſe Sanctu » 


aries, were imputed as Judgments from 


the Gods ſor theſe ſacrilegious Abuſes 


ol what was dedicated to them. It is 


ſure then from Princes, Philoſophers, 
Orators and Poets, that the Oracles had 

a great Reſort and Attention to them: : 
So that their Reality, their Decline, 
and ceaſing, ' ſeems the moſt aſſured 
Part of Heathen Religion, if the Wri- 
ters both Moral and Hiſtorical, from 


which alone our Notices of Hank can 5 


be drawn, deſerve any Credit. 
tie whols Paragraph quoted as 


hd abridgment of Fontenelle, which the 


1 


wages of London was to be inſtructed 
by, plainly contradicts Cicero, Enſebius, 


| Nenophon, Plutarch, and the Opinion 


of Secrates. Sirabo's Words are in the 


Chriſtian's Favour, and Demoſthenes s 


7% ſe diæxit no fairly proved Charge a- 
gainſt the Oracle. As to the Credit 
and Reſpect Mr. Fohtenelle enjoys, let 
it be conſidered he never wrote againſt 
the Religion of his Ceuntry : An Im- 

morality 
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morality once acknowledged ſuch *. 
Probably Mr. Fontenelle might not have 
breathed ſo freely, had the ſacred Ora- 
cles been attempted by him, inſtead 
of the- Pagan. Nor do I i this 
lively Spirit of Dr. Middleton would 
have Courage enough to draw his Pen 
in a Popiſh Air as be has done in a Pro- 
teſtant. If he wants the Opportunity 
ſoon may he enjoy it, and receive in 
that wholeſome indulgent; Climate 
every Reward he deſerves. 
We are now come to the literal Hi 
ſtory of the Fall, in which we are 
told, that the whale Account of Para- 
diſe, the poſitive Command, the Tranſ- 
greſſion and Puniſhment muſt all be 
conſidered as a mere Eaſtern Fable, that 
it was not 22 le for any Mortal to 
give an hiſtorical Relation of the Facts 
therein mention d, we ſhould there ſore 
conclude at once that the Whole, which 
the wiſeſt of Men. could write on ſuch a 
Subject, muſt be the mere Effect of 

* Letter. to Dr. Waterland. 
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Fancy or Invention, or an Attempt to 
inculcate ſome moral Truth, where 
Phyſical Truth was not to be had. In 
Aid of theſe ſtrong Aſſertions he takes 
Advantage of his Lordſhip's Can- 
dour, in ſubmitting Moſes Account to 

the ſame Scrutiny as if it were Sanclo-— 
#iatho's; and notwithſtanding his 
Diſdain of Authority; as apt to miſ- 
lead, Quotes a learned Maſter of the 
Charter. houſe, as of his Opinion, let us 
ſee whether he be ſo or not T: He ſays, 
this Account might be called of the Fa- 
bulous kind, if wre were treating of 
any other Writer but thoſe of the Scrip- 
tures; true, and the Character of Mo- 
| fes, as an inſpired Writer, is with all 
good Men his juſt Security from ſuch 
Treatment. And here I muſt confeſs 
I do not know how the Hiſtory of the 
Fall can be conſidered abſtractedly from 
this Authority : It may be the Weak- 
neſs of my own Faculties ; but I find 
it impoſſible to do this, it is what we 
could not have known but by fuch, an 
: T P. __ | | 
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Authority, 
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Authority, not the Dictate of any in- 
' ternal Power of the Soul; no Deduc- 
tion from reaſon, or four Experience, 
but the ſole Notice of Inſpiration. I 
cannot then diveſt any Diſcovery, 
which I confeſs entirely. owing to Re- 
velation, of that Authority which Re- 
velation gives. it, or not blend with the 
Article Iſo 3 the Means of its 
e to me credibleG. 
That the Myſaich Account cannot be 
ranked under any. Claſs or Character of 
human Writing we allow. It was up- 
on an Affair which could never happen 
but once, and to which no other poſſi- 
ble Occaſion could bear any Reſem- 
blance. And here again, if my Rea- 
ſon wants an Apology, I muſt declare, 
that there 1s nothing in the literal Ac- 
count that ſtaggers it, the Moment I 
believe it inſpired by the Spirit of God. 
Inſpiration has its proper Provinces in 
conveying knowledge of Facts as well 
as Doctrines, which human Reaſon 
could not eres ; and the Province 
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of Faith is an Aſſent to theſe upon the 
Credit of the Revealer. The literal 
Hiſtory of the Fall being then wrote 
by Moſes, under the Influence of In- 
ſpiration, muſt be true and infallible, 
becauſe the Oracle of God. The 
Field will be too wide againſt any 
Proof of Scripture Authority, if we 
allow a partial, accommodated Inſpi- 
ration. It will be accommodated - 
Schemes'of Vanity, to all Pretence of 
Knowledge about what Is written to 
any Man who is | 


True to bis or 0 Vertearing Pride, 


Aud falſe to all the World beſide. 


Now then in the Words of the Doc- 
tor's * Oracle of Reaſon, I aſk, where 
is the Wit of attempting to depreciate 
what Antiquity has confirmed? I can't 
find a Reaſon tor it, there may be ſome 
- .Obſcurity owing to the Nature of the 
Thing, and God has not required me 
to know, but to make a proper on of | 

it. | 
Cicero de Divinatione; 
It 
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It is a deplorable Liberty which 


Chriſtians have lately claimed, under 
all the Light, and all the Knowledge 
of Divine Truth, to endeavour to le- 
vel it with human Authority. Heat hens 
were more cautious in their Religion, 
and in ours too. The Tranſlation of the 


9 eptuagint was ſpread among the learn- 


ed and inquiſitive Nations: from them 
the literal Account of the Fall met no 
Attempt of Ridicule, it was a Relation 
in which the whole of Mankind were 
intereſted, and yet none ſeem'd ſhock'd 
or offended with it as unreaſonable or 
incredible. Longinus calls the Roman 
Lawgiver no mean Man, and praiſes the 
Sublime in the Fiat of Light, as a wor- 
thy Expreſſion of the Divine Power. 
Doubtleſs he had read the ſecond and 

third as well as firſt Chapter of Gengſis, 
and yet this contemptible unintelligible 
Account of the Fall, eſcapes his Criti- 
ciſm, tho' a Maſter of Learning and 
good Senſe, ſo that it paſſed very well 

with Heathens, who only conſidered it 
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as a human Hiſtory ; but a Chriſtian, 
a Believer of Mo pſes's Inſpiration, gives 
it up as abſurd, and degrades it to a 
moral eastern - F able, thus breaking 
thto the received Senſe of both Jewiſh 
and Christian Church, under the Hope 
of being thought more wiſe and free. 
I will now endeavour to find out, 
whether the literal-Hiſtory of the Fall 
cannot be deduced from any thing our 
Saviour or his Apoſtles have declared 
about it; for however an' eminent 
Chriſtian Biſhop may be treated, the 
Doctor will hardly ſay that they {poke | 
without Deſign, without Underſtand- 
ing, or with the Prejudice of a Syſtem. 
Our Saviour, & after calling the Jews 
a Gitioration of Vipers, bids them not 
fa ay, we have Abraham to our Father. | | 
And when they boaſted, on another 
Occaſion, of being ſprung Iineally 
from this Patriarch, and never in Bon- 
dage to any Man, Chriſt then agrees 
with them in this natural Relation ; 


St. Matthew . 
| St. Zan viii, 33, 41, 44. 


but 


but declares, too, that they ha d a ſpi- : 


ritual Father; one, whom they obey d 
and imitated: Ve are of your Father 
the Devil; and the Luſts of your Fa- 
ther ye will do. He was a Murderer 


from the Beginning, and abode not in 


the Truth, becauſe there is no Truth 
in him. When he ſpeaketh a Lie, he 
ſpeaketh of his own'; for he 1s a Liar, 
and the Father of it. How could the 
Origin of Falſhood, or Murther, be 
aſcribed by Chriſt to the Devil, upon 
any Fact that is recorded in Scripture, 
or come to our Knowledge? But as 


the principal Agent, in the Fall of 


Man, inducing our firſt Parents, by 
his Deceit, to tranſgreſs, incur that 
Puniſhment of Death, which was the 
Penalty of tranſgrefling. The firſt 
natural Evil, the Curſe of the Ground, 
was the Conſequence of this firſt mo- 
ral Evil. The Devil, therefore, who 


perſuaded the one, and occaſioned the 


other, will be evidently, from Scrip- 


ture, the Origin of Evil. Our Savi- 


our alſo ſays, ye Serpents, ye Gene- 
ft ration 
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ration of Vipers; how can ye eſcape 


2 the Damnation i” Hell? another Al. 


ſertion of that ſpiritual Relation, and 
the Portion his Children are to have. 
And as this is no forced Senſe of our 
Saviour's Words, ſo St. Paul ſpeaks 
of the literal Account of the Fall, as 
a Fact, on which he grounds a Cau- 
tion to the Corinthians: + I fear, leſt 
by any Means, as the Serpent beguil'd 
Eve thro' his Subtlety, ſo your Minds 
ſthoyld be corrupted from the Simpli- 
city that is in CHriſt. And in another 
Place, I ſuffer not a Woman to teach 
nor to uſurp Authority over the Man, 
but to be in Silence: 9g For Adam was 
firſt form'd, then Eve. And Adam 
was not deceivid; but the Woman 
being decerved, ow in the Tranſgreſ- 
fon +: Here 1s the Deceit moſt expreſly 
aſſerted, * and two Reaſons given for 
Man's Superiority : The Firſt, agrec- 
able to the Moſaich Accent of the 
Creation; the other, to the ſame Ac- 


n 3. $r Tim. 2, 12, 13, 14. 
1 * Dr. M. p. 188. 
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count of the Fall. In the Revelations, 


the great Dragon was caſt out; the 
Old Serpent, called the Devil, and Sa- 
tan, which deceiveth the whole World, 


So that the ſame Appearance, Charac- 


ter, and Qualities of this Being, run 
thro' the whole ſacred "Books. The 
Hiſtory of Moſes and the Revelations 
of St. John giving Light and Strength 
to each other, I'would caution this a- 
ble. Advocate for the Serpent, againſt 
the diſbelief of his Being, left that 
ſhould prove one of the Arts of his 
Government, : 

Further, as the Devil's Temptation 
of Eve 3s called fabulous, ſo his tempt- 
ing Chriſt 1s ſuppos'd to be fabulous, 


tho” recorded in full Terms, without 


any ſuch Intimation by the Evange+ 
lifts, and uſed as an Argument by St. 
Paul, on which Chriftians were to ex- 
pect divine Aſſiſtance; for in that he 
himſelf hath ſuffered being tempted, 
he is able to ſuccour thoſe that 
are tempted. This the Doctor calls a 


Ne. 12, 9. . 
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fine Story, to amuſe us. g How con- 
venient a Thing is a great Aſſurance! 
an accommodated Belief ! an all- ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon ! But yet I dare own 
that I believe Point- blank againſt the 
Doctor's Arguments; and in Defiance 
of his Rhetorick am convinced, that 


| Moſes meant as he ſaid, that we tell, 
are reſtored, and hope for Salvation, 


according to the Scriptures. And i 
this be an Error, as ſome minute 


Chriſtians pretend, I will be as Cato 


in Tully, will never ſuffer it to be 
racked|| from me while I live, and 
ſhall depend upoa it as my Hope when 
I come to die. : 

You will be troubled but a little 
longer; I cannot leave Dr. Middleton s 


laſt Triumph“ without great Surprize, 


at his equal want of good Manners, 
and of Divinity. Could the Promiſe 


of Victory over the 2 807 be in any 
0 Light conſidered ſo full 


full of Comfort as 
in reſtoring us to the Capacity of the 
Favour of God and eternal Life ? Is 


$ Heb. 2, 18. b. 195. [| de Senect. 
„„ N there 
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there any other known Conſideration 


ſo capable of healing the Wounds of a 
contrite Heart, as the Hopes of For- 

iveneſs thro our Redeemer's Victory 
over Death and Hell? And can thats 
be our Privilege before we enter upon 
another State ? All Forms of Violence, 


Fraud and Iniquity, every Torture and 
Ingenuity of Malice were born by the 


Primitive Chriſtians upon this very 
Principle. And the Apoſtolical Ex- 
hortations of Patience thro' Faith in- 
clude every Trial of our Virtue, and 
every Means. of Suffering; ſo that if 
the Things of this preſent Liſe are not 
worthy to be compared to the Glory 


that ſhall be revealed in us, a Belief of 


that Glory thro' our Saviour Victory, 
can give the only Peace and Joy, 

I thall now only add, that I hope 
the Doctor will be thoroughly con- 
vinced by God's Grace, that theſe of 
| Moſes are not pretended Prophecies. 

The Day of judgment will be too late 
ſor ſuch a Conviction. Let him then 
at preſent be cloathed with Humility, 

caſting 


| 
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caſting down vain Imaginations and 


againſt the Knowledg e of God; bring- 
ing every Thought” into Captivity to 


the Obedience of Chriſt; ſo preparing 


for a joytul Sentence at he righteous 


every 3 Thing that exalteth itſelf 


Tribunal, where not he who commend- 
eth himſelf ſhall be approved, but he 


en the Lord commendeth. 


Lil ner complied wich your De- 
fire, and am entitled to your Promiſe 
of this not ſeeing the Publick without 


my Leave, and then with an abfolute _ 
Concealment of NO bn. 5 
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